ADVENT 2014 WORSHIP RESOURCES
in support of The Christmas  Fund
Advent 2
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that grants us an opportunity to honor those who have served and continue to serve in lay and authorized ministries of the United Church of Christ. The Offering has been received for 112 years. Thanks to the generosity of UCC congregations and individuals, the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program was able to provide assistance and directly impact the lives of hundreds of persons during 2013.
The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering is A Light Is Drawing Near. These worship resources have been developed around that theme in partnership with the Revised Common Lectionary readings for the Advent/Christmas season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.
We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that happens through the Christmas Fund. We appreciate your partnership and generosity, and ask that you prayerfully consider supporting this year’s appeal to the best of your ability.

ADVENT II – PEACE 
 Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8
Lighting the Advent Candles
A lay person or persons may be invited forward to lead the congregation. A leader may say, “Before we light the Advent candles, please join me as we read together a litany of preparation.” 

One:	Voices cry out from the wilderness:
Many:	Prepare the way of the Holy One! Prepare for the glory of God to be revealed, and God’s peace to rise like the dawn among us.
One:	This peace may not be easy, if it means that mountains will come crashing down,
  	and rough places will be ground to dust, to make a way.
Many:	Yet God once restored Jerusalem,
One:	Gathering exiles in his arms, carrying them home in her bosom.
Many:	Peace has happened before.
One:	Today, on this second Sunday of Advent, we light a candle of peace, as a sign of the approaching sunrise, a reminder that we are called to prepare the way for peace:
Many:	Making a highway through the desert of the world’s violence, comforting God’s people, speaking tenderly to those who are wounded.
One:	And though the way to peace may be hard, peace itself is coming toward us. 
	God comes with might, with an outstretched arm, reaching up, helplessly, from a manger. 

Song				Drawing Nearer		words and music: Christopher Grundy

As the  first two candles are  lit, the congregation may sing “Drawing Nearer”. It will be important to teach this before the first time you sing it as a group, or have the choir or a song leader learn it and lead the congregation.   

Lead sheet is found at http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/;
Accompaniment  for “Drawing Nearer” is available online at www.christmasfund.org.
After the candles have been lit and the song has ended, a lay leader may lead this prayer.

One:	Let us pray together.
Many:	Loving God, you provide a mighty peace, even in the midst of trouble.  As we light these candles, place your deep peace in us, that we may help to make a way, risking peace each day, for your sake, and the sake of your realm of shalom. We pray this in the name of Jesus, and the Holy Spirit who guides us, Amen.

Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)
The Hebrew word shalom is rich in meaning. It can include peace of mind, world peace, making peace with someone, physical well-being, and even systems of financial justice and compassion. The Christmas Fund, a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ, offers us a way to restore shalom. It provides support for retired clergy and lay employees through health premium and pension supplementation, and supports those church workers that have emergency expenses such as after a natural disaster or a large medical expense. This season we are receiving this special offering, in addition to our regular offering. As we consider our own sense of peace this morning, we are invited to listen to hear if God is calling us to support the peace of those who find themselves in need, having served the church long and well. Let us present our tithes 
and offerings.
Prayer of Dedication
One:	Please join me in the prayer of dedication.
Many:	O gracious Giver, accept these our gifts. We have heard your voice speaking peace to us, and now respond, however little or great our resources may be. Bless these gifts, send them forward, that they may help to feed your flock and restore shalom. We seek to be your voice, your hands, your feet. May these gifts be acceptable in your sight, as you are the light of peace for us.  Amen.
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