ADVENT 2014 WORSHIP RESOURCES
in support of The Christmas  Fund
Advent 4
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that grants us an opportunity to honor those who have served and continue to serve in lay and authorized ministries of the United Church of Christ. The Offering has been received for 112 years. Thanks to the generosity of UCC congregations and individuals, the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program was able to provide assistance and directly impact the lives of hundreds of persons during 2013.
The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering is A Light Is Drawing Near. These worship resources have been developed around that theme in partnership with the Revised Common Lectionary readings for the Advent/Christmas season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.
We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that happens through the Christmas Fund. We appreciate your partnership and generosity, and ask that you prayerfully consider supporting this year’s appeal to the best of your ability.

ADVENT IV – LOVE
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26; Luke 1:26-38
Lighting the Advent Candles
A lay person or persons may be invited forward to lead the congregation. A leader may say, “Before we light the Advent candles, please join me as we read together a litany of preparation.” 

One:	There is a light drawing near – a light that will soon enter this world in the most unlikely of places, by the most unlikely of mothers. 
Many:	It is a light that promises hope.
One:	It is only a faint glow in the distance, like a new star blooming in the night, 
but it cannot be contained. It will topple empires, heal the sick, and touch the weary heart. 
Many:	It is a light that brings peace.
One:	The light is a promise, the same promise that the angel Gabriel whispered to Mary so long ago: “Emmanuel,” as if to say, “The Eternal is right here with us.”
Many:	It is a light that promises joy.
One:	The light is coming, as surely as God’s love is steadfast. Its radiant reach is limitless, enveloping each one of us with a love that knows no bounds.
Many:	It is a light that brings us love.
One:	Today we light four candles, four small beacons in a sea of shadow. May they be signs for us, shining into our everyday lives with a spark of hope for Monday’s worries, a warm glow of peace for Tuesday’s spats and squabbles, a glimmer of joy for Wednesday’s holiday melancholy, and a love that welcomes, like a brightly-lit doorway, at the weary week’s end.

Song				Drawing Nearer		words and music: Christopher Grundy

As the four outer  candles are  lit, the congregation may sing “Drawing Nearer”. It will be important to teach this before the first time you sing it as a group, or have the choir or a song leader learn it and lead the congregation.   

Lead sheet is found at http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/;
Accompaniment  for “Drawing Nearer” is available online at www.christmasfund.org.
After the candles have been lit and the song has ended, a lay leader may lead this prayer.

One:	  Let us pray.
Many:	Gracious God, we give thanks for the light that is dawning, even as the days grow so short. Open us to your nearness, to Gabriel’s good news. Help us to trust, like Mary, that you are actually and truly with us. Help us to say, “Here we are. Let it be with us according to your word.” Breathe upon the spark of your love that is in each of us, until the light and warmth of it can be felt by all those we meet. We pray in the shining name of Jesus. Amen. 

Call to Offering (for churches receiving the Christmas Fund Offering today)
We have become who we are today at least in part because of those who have formed us in faith. This includes those clergy and lay employees who carried the light for us, through our childhood, our times of doubt, even through our catastrophes. They paved the way for us and this season, with our Christmas Fund Offering, we are able to show our thanks and support for them, and their tireless years of service. For 112 years now, the Christmas Fund has provided assistance for retired leaders of the church who are in need, as well as active clergy and lay employees who experience a financial crisis. As we receive our regular offering, please consider contributing to the Christmas Fund as well, to help those who gave their careers and their lives to do the work of Christ. 
Prayer of Dedication
One:	Please join me in the prayer of dedication.
Many:	God of gracious love, we bring before you our gifts and offerings, bringing also our thanks for those leaders of the church who have come before us. Bless these gifts, that through them Jesus’ ministry may go forward, and church leaders in need may know that they continue to be held in your love and care. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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