ADVENT 2014 WORSHIP RESOURCES
in support of The Christmas  Fund
Christmas Eve
The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is a Special Mission Offering of the United Church of Christ that grants us an opportunity to honor those who have served and continue to serve in lay and authorized ministries of the United Church of Christ. The Offering has been received for 112 years. Thanks to the generosity of UCC congregations and individuals, the Pension Boards’ Ministerial Assistance program was able to provide assistance and directly impact the lives of hundreds of persons during 2013.
The theme for the 2014 Christmas Fund Offering is A Light Is Drawing Near. These worship resources have been developed around that theme in partnership with the Revised Common Lectionary readings for the Advent/Christmas season. Ready-to-use PowerPoint presentations, bulletin inserts, information on how the funds are used, and an archive of previous years’ worship resources are available at www.christmasfund.org.
We thank you for your willingness to use these worship resources and promote the important ministry that happens through the Christmas Fund. We appreciate your partnership and generosity, and ask that you prayerfully consider supporting this year’s appeal to the best of your ability.
CHRISTMAS EVE
Isaiah 9:2-7; Luke 2:1-14
Lighting the Advent Candles
A lay person or persons may be invited forward to lead the congregation. A leader may say, “Before we light the Advent candles, please join me as we read together a litany of preparation.”

One:	Though the holiday lights are bright, shadows remain in the world around us.
Many:	Some of us have walked in those shadows. Some walk there even now.
One:	Though the warm glow of holiday cheer pushes back the long, looming nights, 
Many:	Some among us in this world have lived in a land of darkness, and will live there still when the season has passed – a land of violence, tragedy, and grief.
One: 	Tonight we light our few small candles – a paltry glimmer when we think of the world outside. We light them not to banish the shadows, to somehow vanquish the night, but to change the heart of darkness. For God dwells even there, in the darkness of a barn, deep in the shadows of a stall, down in the pitch black of a feeding trough, with only a faint glimmer of starlight outside.
Many: 	In that holy darkness, God comes to us and shares our common lot.  
One:	One fragile, incandescent life, to begin the world anew. “A light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.” Instead, the darkness itself is found to have a holiness all its own. 

Song				Drawing Nearer		words and music: Christopher Grundy

As the four outer candles and finally the center candle are lit, the congregation may sing “Drawing Nearer”.  Encourage those who already know it to lead others for whom it will be new.

Lead sheet is found at http://www.ucc.org/worship/worship-ways/;
Accompaniment  for “Drawing Nearer” is available online at www.christmasfund.org.
After the candles have been lit and the song has ended, a lay leader may lead this prayer.

One: 	Please join me as we pray together.
Many:	God of the shadows, God of the night, God of the dark alley, the deep mine, the basement cell, even the darkness is as light to you. With these candles shining, as signs of your amazing love, we give thanks that in Jesus Christ you have made it plain that you are always drawing near. On this night, and for many nights to come, help us to face the shadows within and around us, and to risk being a light, however small, for the sake of the difference it can make, for the sake of your kin-dom coming near, for the sake of the Christ child, a tiny light born among us, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

Call to Offering 
It might seem unfitting, even crass, to receive an offering on Christmas Eve. Tonight, however, none of our offerings will remain here. Tonight’s offering will be sent to the Christmas Fund of the United Church of Christ. For 112 years, the Christmas Fund has supported pastors, chaplains, and lay employees who have served the church, and who find themselves in need, either in their retirement or their active years of ministry.  	
In this season of gift giving, of light and new beginnings, consider also those who have dedicated their lives to carrying a light into the shadows, calling and helping us to do the same. Let us share tonight, what we can.   
Prayer of Dedication
One:	Please join me in the prayer of dedication.
Many:	Gracious One, Source of all the sacred mysteries that surround us – like the birth of a child, like starlight crossing millions of miles, like the hushed, unlikely togetherness of strangers in a barn – tonight we can see more clearly that everything is a gift. Thank you. Bless whatever small portion of your abundance we return here. Bless us also, that our words, our choices, the way we treat our co-workers, our family, even strangers, may be a gift you are giving to the world. We pray in the name of Jesus, light of the world. Amen. 


RESOURCES FOR ANY TIME OF YEAR
Call to Offering
Some pastors retire with a degree of financial security. Many, however, do not – either because they have been willing to serve smaller, struggling congregations, or because of all the times they have given from their own pockets to provide a meal, a hotel room, or supplies for vacation Bible school. The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund supplements the small pensions of some UCC clergy and lay employees and their families, helps some retired clergy pay for health insurance, and sometimes keeps the heat on. The Christmas Fund also supports active clergy and lay employees who have medical emergencies or unexpected misfortunes that require more money than they have in their bank accounts. All told, this Offering contributes more than $2 million a year in assistance to clergy and lay employees. 
We may not be in the Christmas season this morning, but we can still participate in the spirit of this Offering. In addition to our regular offering today, I hope you’ll consider giving, to help preserve the dignity of those who have given, faithfully, to the church and its mission.	 
Prayer of Dedication

One: 	Will you join me in prayer? Let’s pray together.
Many:	God of the ages, God of the saints, We give thanks for all those who have labored together with you for the sake of your realm coming near – and today, especially, those who lead us in your church.
	We give thanks also, that we have anything at all to give. Bless what we return to you now. Bless all those who lead your Church as well. Grant them, at the end of their active service, the joy of lives that have meant something, the dignity of a simple life, and a voice that follows them, saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” Amen. 




Author

Christopher Grundy (Christmas Eve, song, project editor) is an ordained minister, composer, and author, currently serving as Associate Professor of Preaching and Worship and Associate Dean for the Chapel at Eden Theological Seminary.  The music and lyrics of “Drawing Nearer” were written by Christopher and used with permission as copyrighted by Hand and Soil Music.  For more information about Christopher’s music, visit www.christophergrundy.com.


