
ST. THOMAS PROJECT 
HOUSING/PROJECT INFORMATION 

 
There are currently a number of small churches who are willing to host volunteers in their 
buildings.   While they vary somewhat in their arrangements, most will be similar. Interested 
groups should make contact with the Volunteer Coordinators (currently Tim & Marcy Sheaffer). 
  The Coordinators will communicate with the participating churches to identify housing for the 
week/s the group is interested in volunteering and ‘coordinate’ with the group organizer/leader 
regarding any specific details.   Please understand that there are few individuals and no 
congregations who were not affected by these hurricanes, so many are in recovery themselves. 
 
General Provisions:    Unless otherwise advised for your specific host site… 
 
Group Guidelines:         

 Groups of up to 15 volunteers. 
 Minimum age at this time is 16 years old. (Age 16 & 17 must have Parent or Court- 

Appointed Legal Guardian-signed Minor Release and Medical Release forms submitted 
before arrival) 

 Minors may not use battery-operated power tools or climb ladders unless under direct 
supervision of parent or Site Supervisor. 

 No more than four youth per adult of the same gender. 
 Able bodied.   The work will involve being exposed to a hot and humid climate, heavy 

lifting and climbing ladders, often while required to wear safety gear such as eye 
protection, safety hats, respirators and/or Tyvek protective suits. 

             
Trip Duration: 
Project operation will be Monday through Friday.   Whatever your availability we expect that 
groups plan for at least a five-day work week.    Often on work projects groups will arrive 
Sunday evening and depart Friday evening or Saturday by noon.   Understanding that all 
volunteers will be flying, and flight arrangements are still a bit difficult to negotiate for St. 
Thomas, we will certainly work with you and, given the cost of transportation, do encourage 
those who are interested in volunteering for a longer term (up to three weeks). 
 
Be Aware:     
Particularly if you are traveling from a cooler climate, the Caribbean heat and humidity are 
significant.   THOSE CONSIDERING PARTICIPATION SHOULD CONSIDER THEIR HEALTH 
AND ABILITY TO ENDURE STRENUOUS WORK IN A WARM, HUMID CLIMATE. 
 
Housing Costs:     

 A minimum contribution of $10.00 per person per night is expected toward utilities 
etc. for the host congregation. (Electric rates are up to four times what we are 
accustomed to in the Continental United States, and current rates for delivered water are 
around $0.68/gallon)    

 Your group will have to decide how you are going to handle meal/grocery costs.   Be 
aware that the cost of living on St. Thomas is 24% higher than Stateside. 

 
Bedding:     

 Cots set up in Sunday School rooms or the Social Hall. 
 Volunteers should plan to provide their own bedding and towels unless otherwise 

advised. 



 
Restrooms/Showers:     

 Space is at a premium on the Islands.  Most facilities will have one male and one female 
restroom.  Some have a shower in each restroom, some will have “camp showers.” 

 
Meals:     

 It is suggested that the group plan to eat out on your day of arrival and on your day of 
departure. 

 Cooking area, utensils and cookware will be available. 
 Groups should plan to bring a cook with them, or volunteers coordinate among the group 

to take turns with meal preparation and cleanup. 
 A local host/s will be identified to take the cook/s to the local grocery store to shop for 

groceries.   
 You will need to include packed lunch-making supplies in your grocery shopping. 
 Water and lunch coolers will be provided for crews to take to the job site. 
 Your group will need to decide how to handle meal/grocery costs.  Most grocery stores 

etc. take credit and debit.   A significant number of restaurants do not.   All are subject to 
being affected by power and internet outages so…. Be prepared to access cash if 
necessary. 

 Prepare your group to be gracious toward your cooks/meal preparers!   While many of 
the foods you expect to find Stateside are available here, they are not always available. 
 (Recently one store’s frozen vegetable aisle was empty for a week and a half). 

 
Transportation:     

 Arrangements will be made to transport your group to and from the airport, to and from 
the work sites and for necessary travel (such as grocery shopping). 

 If there is a day for touring while you are here, you should plan to utilize the Island Safari 
services (open 12- to 18-passenger) or taxis, which run from $2.00 to $15.00 each way, 
or otherwise make your own arrangements. 

 
Clean-up:         

 Every volunteer is expected to clean up after themselves on a day-to-day basis and 
participate in maintaining the host facility as a matter of respect and consideration for 
one another and our hosts. 

 As a group you should be prepared to do end-of-week/stay chores at the direction of a 
 representative of the host facility.   

We are here to serve this community...not for them to wait on us. 
 
While possible, it is not likely that you will have access to internet or television at the 
housing site.   There are some public wi-fi areas. 
 

The Work: 
         

 Debris Removal, Cleaning, Tarping and Sanitization. 

 
Many homes remain untouched since the hurricane.  The work begins with clearing away the 
debris inside and out. Water-damaged furniture, appliances and belongings need to be sorted 
through for what can be salvaged and what will need to be discarded.  Homes had been tarped 
over by FEMA teams soon after the hurricanes, but many of the tarps were poorly installed or 



have already deteriorated and thus need to be replaced. The interiors of the homes need to be 
stripped to remove drywall, paneling and carpeting etc. so that the structure can be dried out, 
cleaned and treated to remove and prevent further damage from water and mold.  
 

 If clients are identified who have enough funds from insurance or FEMA to pay for 
materials, but cannot afford to pay a contractor we may begin construction work as it is 
possible. 

 
 The work day will run from 8:00 am (depart camp) to 4:00 pm (depart worksite) unless 

otherwise modified by your work crew leader. 

 
 All volunteers will need to make/pack lunch in the morning before departure.   Crews will 

not return to the housing site for lunch. 

 
 Tools will be provided, though you are certainly welcome to bring your favorite hammer, 

prybar etc. 

 

Be Aware: 
There is a pharmacy open on the Island, but their stock is unreliable.  If you require 
medications be certain you bring an ample supply along for your trip!!   
 
For any travel, it is a good idea to make and carry a ‘wallet card’ identifying any medications or 
conditions you have, which can help to inform medical personnel in the event of an emergency. 
 


